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Music planning and development have the power to create new opportunities that support artists, venues, economic 
growth, tourism, investment, and can strengthen the social and cultural fabric of the city. 



Surrey is one of the fastest growing metropolitan centres in the region. Surrey has a diverse community of 
musicians, music businesses, industry workers and fans. A Surrey Music Strategy is being created to provide 
recommendations on what is the best approach to further create a successful music economy within all Surrey town 
centres. 



Cities across Canada and internationally have been investing in developing music strategies as cities understand 
and recognize the cultural importance and social benefits of music as a catalyst of employment, economic growth, 
and building a community. 
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According to Music Canada, the benefits of enforcing a Music Strategy include:



⮚   Cultural development and artistic growth in the community


⮚   Positive economic benefits for the music industry and artist, also benefit local businesses


⮚   Music tourism, this creates a music destination city and associates other community benefits


⮚   City brand building, drawing music tourists, attracting investment and talent, businesses locating to city


⮚   Strengthens social fabric of the City


The music strategy will incorporate:

⮚   Providing research and discovery of Surrey’s current music ecosystem


⮚   Identifying key themes and concepts


⮚   Provide recommendations for actionable and measurable initiatives that City staff can implement to support the 

sustainability of Surrey’s music industry


As there were several recommendations in the 2018 Parks, Recreation and Culture 10 year Strategic Plan, it calls 
for the development of a strategy to advance music in Surrey.

Surrey is becoming a successful hub for cultural activity, artistic talent, and is a dynamic and growing city. 
Creating a comprehensive Music Strategy will help identify priorities, provide directions, and anticipate challenges 
ahead in developing and supporting our music ecosystem. 


Timeline for Music City-

Research and Discovery- October 2021 to January 
2022 

Community Engagement- January to May 2022

Strategic Analysis- May to June 2022

Reporting- June to August 2022

Funding Opportunities

Grants and funding support a wide range of music 
activities and business development, including music 
creation, production, live performance, training, and 
operational support.

The grants and funding are publicly funded programs 
that are currently accepting applications.


Why is the City of Surrey developing a Music Strategy?

Written by Leanna Villar
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Explore the George to Learn - 
Drake Medox College
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       Drake Medox Surrey Campus is  located at  10590 King 

George Blvd,  Surrey.  Drake Medox Col lege is  centra l ly  located 

in one of  the largest  and fast ing growing c i t ies in  our  province;  

wi th in walk ing d istance of  both Gateway and Surrey Centra l  

skytra in stat ions.



       Drake Medox Col lege an accredi ted pr ivate col lege 

offer ing t ra in ing for  in  demand careers in Heal thcare and Socia l  

Serv ices where over 98% of  graduates are h i red upon 

complet ion.  Current ly,  there are 165 students in  progress at  the 

Surrey campus.  Drake Medox Col lege Surrey campus serves 

students f rom throughout  the Fraser Val ley.  Drake Medox 

Col lege has two campuses;  Vancouver,  and Surrey.  The vast  

major i ty  of  Drake Medox Col lege students l ive and work in 

Surrey,  however,  they have many students f rom other areas of  

the Fraser Val ley inc luding Langley,  Abbotsford and Chi l l iwack.



        Wi th f ive programs in Heal th Care,  ESL/Heal th Care,  

Communi ty Support  Worker,  Act iv i ty  Assistant ,  and Home 

Serv ice Worker,  Drake Medox Col lege's most  popular  offer ing is  

the Heal th Care Assistant  Dip loma program. Drake Medox 

Col lege is  recognized as one of  the top schools in  the province 

and graduate more HCAs than any other  col lege in a l l  o f  Br i t ish 

Columbia.  



        Drake Medox Col lege Heal th Care Assistant  Dip loma 

Program is designed to be in d i rect  a l ignment wi th the 

standards wi th in the Provincia l  Curr icu lum for  communi ty and 

resident ia l  care a ide t ra in ing in Br i t ish Columbia.  As such,  

graduates of  the program wi l l  be e l ig ib le to receive a BC Care 

Aide Regist ry number.



        Located in The Del l  Shopping Mal l .  Operat ing hours for  

Drake Medox Col lege are Monday to Saturday,  f rom 8:30 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.


Written by Leanna Villar

“I would highly recommend 

Drake Medox to anyone wishing 

to pursue a career within the 

healthcare industry. For those 

still not convinced, I would 

strongly advise you to research 

this for yourself, as I am very 

confident you too will find 

Drake Medox offers better 

value for money compared to 

others - even some of my 

colleagues think so having 

attended more expensive 

schools.”

- KAREN ORTEGA - HCA/AA
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Explore the George to Learn - 
Anderson College

Written by Leanna Villar

       Anderson Col lege of  Heal th ,  Business and Technology Surrey 
campus has recent ly  located at  10362 King George Blvd Sui te  

320,  Surrey,  a  5 minute walk  f rom the Surrey Centra l  s ta t ion and 
bus loop.


        Founded in  1979,  Anderson Col lege of  Heal th ,  Business and 
Technology is  a  pr ivate inst i tu t ion reg is tered as a Pr ivate Career  

Col lege par tnered to  thousands of  s tudents  overcoming career  
chal lenges and t rans i t ion ing to  the next  phase of  the i r  l ives.  

Anderson Col lege offers  programs in  Heal thcare & Wel lness,  
Business & Supply  Chain,  Law,  In format ion Technology,  and 

Engl ish.  Many s tudents s tudy Esthet ics ,  and Medica l  Off ice 
Admin is t ra tor  under  Heal thcare & Wel lness.  Anderson Col lege has 

f ive campuses;  Downtown Toronto,  Hami l ton,  Miss issauga,  Nor th  
York,  Egl in ton,  and Surrey.  


       The unique aspect  o f  Anderson Col lege Surrey is  that  is  the 
on ly  campus in  Br i t ish Columbia.  Anderson Col lege Surrey offers  

severa l  programs and d ip lomas wi th  career  opt ions in  Medica l  
Off ice Admin is t ra tor  (MOA) as i t  is  a  High Oppor tun i ty  Occupat ion.  

Anderson Col lege is  des ignated by the Br i t ish Columbia 
government ’s  Min is t ry  o f  Advanced Educat ion through the Pr ivate 

Tra in ing Inst i tu t ions Branch (PTIB) .  PTIB is  responsib le  for  set t ing 
s tandards of  qual i ty  and ensur ing consumer protect ion.  Anderson 

Col lege has a lso received the BC government ’s  Educat ion Qual i ty  
Assurance (EQA) des ignat ion,  which is  Br i t ish Columbia ’s  brand 

or  “seal ”  o f  qual i ty  post -secondary educat ion for  publ ic  and 
pr ivate inst i tu t ions.


        As a sk i l led Medica l  Off ice Admin is t ra tor,  s tudents  per form a 
var ie ty  o f  admin is t ra t ive dut ies in  doctor ’s  o ff ices,  hospi ta ls ,  

laborator ies,  c l in ics  and other  medica l  set t ings.  Responsib i l i t ies  
inc lude,  be ing the foundat ion of  communicat ion wi th in  the off ice;  

p lanning and schedul ing appointments;  organiz ing and mainta in ing 
documents and f i les ;  managing pro jects ;  conduct ing research;  and 

prov id ing in format ion by use of  te lephone,  emai l ,  and posta l  
serv ice.


        Beyond Anderson Col lege indust ry-exper t  inst ructors ,  easy-
to-use learn ing mater ia ls  and rea l -wor ld  t ra in ing – what  sets  

Anderson Col lege apar t ,  is  a  communi ty  o f  suppor t ,  shar ing your  
in terests  and goals  for  creat ing a l i fe-changing career  path,  one 

that  wi l l  become l ike a fami ly  as you nav igate your  way to  
success.


         Operat ing hours for  Anderson Col lege of  Heal th ,  Business 
and Technology is  Monday to  Fr iday,  f rom 8 a.m.  to  6  p.m.
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Explore the George to Learn - 
Douglas College

Written by Leanna Villar

       Douglas Col lege Train ing Centre Surrey campus is  located 

at  13769 104 Ave,  Surrey,  a convenient  10 minute walk f rom the 

Surrey Centra l  Stat ion and bus loop.



     Founded in 1970,  Douglas Col lege is  the largest  publ ic  

degree-grant ing col lege inst i tu t ion in Br i t ish Columbia wi th 

approximately 25,000 students per  year.  Of  the 25,000 

students,  17,000 students are enrol led as credi t  s tudents,  

8,500 students are cont inuing educat ion,  and 4,210 

internat ional  s tudents.  Douglas Col lege offers over 100 

programs, 40 career specia l t ies,  and 13 degrees.  With i ts  main 

campuses in New Westminster  and Coqui t lam, the campuses in 

Surrey,  Burnaby,  and Maple Ridge offer  programs wi th the 

Train ing Program department .  



     The Douglas Col lege Train ing Centre Surrey campus is  

designated for  the Train ing Group department ,  a sect ion that  

offers government- funded t ra in ing,  employment,  and Engl ish 

language (LINC) programs, as wel l  as programs and serv ices 

for  employers.  The Train ing Group offers programs in s ix  core 

areas:  Employment Serv ices and Career Development,  

Essent ia l  Ski l ls /Ski l ls  for  Success,  Language Instruct ion for  

Newcomers to Canada,  Programs and Serv ices for  Employers,  

Sel f -Employment Train ing,  and Short  Term Train img.  The 

Train ing Group supports Br i t ish Columbia residents in  f inding 

jobs and bui ld ing on academic opportuni t ies.  



        Douglas Col lege Train ing Centre Surrey campus is  in  

proximi ty  to several  local  restaurants,  coffee shops,  and 

shopping.  In addi t ion,  th is  campus is  nearby Surrey Ci ty  Hal l  

and Surrey Centra l  L ibrary.  Operat ing hours for  Surrey’s 

Douglas Col lege Train ing Centre are Tuesday to Thursday,  f rom 

9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Monday and Fr iday f rom 8:30 a.m. to 4 

p.m.
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This May, we welcomed fourteen new interns. These students assist with a variety of research studies, special projects, 

and community events. We wouldn’t be able hire the students without the support of our MP, Randeep Sarai and funding 

through Canada Summer Jobs. 


 


The “Click on Surrey” team, which is available to assist businesses within the Downtown Surrey BIA area, will be continued 

throughout the summer. The team is hard at work recruiting businesses to participate in the program which provides 

businesses with assistance with websites, social media, graphic design, newsletters, filming and marketing campaigns.  


 


We have a team of interns that will activate public spaces with events and placemaking activities. Returning this year will 

be Movies Under the Stars in Holland Park in August, Community Conversations (virtual), Surrey Voices and the popular, 

Long Long Table on June 28 at Civic Plaza.


 


A big project for the DSBIA this year is the Downtown Surrey BIA Renewal for another term. Jiven will be assisting with a 

number of special events for our business members so they can learn what we have planned for the next seven years, 

based on the Renewal Survey taken in the winter.


 


Oliver will be completing the annual Safety Audit over the summer and try to come up with new ideas to address concerns 

in the area.


 


From a variety of study areas (Communications, Interactive Arts + Technology, Business, Resource Management, 

Criminology, Computer Science, and Fine Arts) the students bring new perspectives to ongoing issues in the area. They 

also provide a youthful energy and a positive attitude to our workplace.


 


Here are our University Interns.


Meet the Interns
Meet the Interns
Meet the Interns

Click on Surrey
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       The Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association is pleased to welcome 

Alexandra Wiens as the placemaking intern. Alexandra is currently in her 4th year at 

Simon Fraser University. After receiving her first degree in geography, she is now 

working on attaining her second degree in BEnv in Resource and Environmental 

Management. She loves the outdoors and often takes inspiration from the natural 

sceneries. 


       As the placemaking intern, Alexandra brings together the community by helping 

run and design events throughout the summer. With her experiences working at past 

events, community engagement, and her exceptional organizational skills, she will 

capitalize on assets, inspiration, and potentials to design plans that will enhance the 

community’s well-being and positive growth.


       Alexandra enjoys her spare time outdoors engaging in several activities 

including hiking, skiing, scuba diving, and much more. She is also a plant lover, 

having a considerably huge garden along with several house plants. Besides 

partaking in outdoor activities, she enjoys listening to audiobooks, as she loves going 

through several of them within a week. In the future, Alexandra hopes to find a career 

as a city planner in a municipality using her experiences from the DSBIA and her 

degrees. 


       Meet Cara Cheng, the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association’s 

new Marketing and Graphic Design Intern! Originally from Hong Kong, Cara moved to 

Kansas before finally settling in British Columbia for University. Cara’s passion for 

graphic design comes from various mediums, such as artwork, movies, and music. As 

a 3rd year Business and Interactive Arts & Technology Joint Major student, Cara has 

become a master at Adobe Premiere Pro and Canva. After graduation, Cara hopes to 

find a job in marketing and advertising where she can mix design and media areas 

with business while challenging herself.


       A self-proclaimed Harry Potter fanatic, Cara loves watching the Harry Potter 

series and playing Harry Potter: Magic Awakened. When she’s not watching Harry 

Potter, you can catch her travelling, playing the piano, or playing video games such 

as Brawl Star.


       While Cara is always up to trying new things, the DSBIA will be harnessing her 

marketing and design skills this summer. Cara will be working with local businesses 

to help develop a marketing plan for them. Working with each business, Cara will be 

able to determine how to tailor each plan and how to implement grassroots marketing 

strategies successfully.


       She will also be working with these various businesses, managing social media 

accounts, helping them develop websites, and helping them with various aspects of 

graphic design. Working with some other BIA team members, Cara will also be 

working on promoting Click on Surrey with multiple businesses and not-for-profits in 

the Downtown Surrey area.


Alexandra Wiens, Placemaking Intern 

Cara Cheng, Marketing and Graphic Design Intern

Written by Alexandra Wiens

Written by Travis Nguyen
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       Meet and welcome our new Videography Intern at the Downtown Surrey 

Business Improvement Association, Constantine Tsertos. Constantine is from Texas 

and holds dual citizenship in the United States and Canada. Constantine is in his 4th 

year at Simon Fraser University majoring in Interactive Arts & Technology, 

concentrating in Media Arts.


              Constantine’s filming inspirations are from grand artistic projects that push 

the boundary of their medium, so he is awakened to new possibilities that exceed his 

limitations and ordinary experiences. During Constantine’s leisure time, he enjoys 

video editing and playing games such as Street Fighter, and Dungeons & Dragons. 

With his passion for Dungeons & Dragons, he likes to draw the D&D party members 

and characters. Constantine is also a pasta lover.


       As a Videography Intern on the Click on Surrey Team, Constantine has extensive 

experience in filming and is proficient in the editing tools such as Adobe Creative 

Tools. This summer, he will be using his skills for filming, storyboarding, editing, and 

assisting with other Click on Surrey Team responsibilities, such as coming up with 

ideas to promote small businesses. He hopes that the experience he will gain at 

DSBIA will give ease into transitioning into his career after graduation.


       Flora Xu will be spending her summer at the Downtown Surrey Business 

Improvement Association planning and implementing a number of fun community 

events in Downtown Surrey.


       A 4th year Simon Fraser University student majoring in Resource and 

Environmental Management, Flora has involved herself in event planning ever since 

high school with the Human Library Project, an event that emphasized hearing 

people’s real world experiences straight from the source rather than reading them in 

books. Since then she has sought out positions where she can flex her event 

coordination muscles exclusively with a previous internship as an Events and 

Communications Assistant at SFU.


       When Flora isn’t on the job, she is usually binge watching television shows or 

reading self help books. She also likes to explore restaurants and immerse herself in 

the local food scene. Phnom Penh Restaurant in Chinatown is a personal favourite of 

hers.


Constantine Tsertos, Videography Intern

Flora Xu, Events and Communications Intern

Written by Constantine Tsertos

Written by Cara Cheng
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       Gracy just finished her 1st year as a Visual Arts student at Simon Fraser 

University. She enjoyed her time as a graphics design intern for Downtown Surrey 

Business Improvement Association last summer so she requested to return this 

summer as the social media intern on the Click on Surrey team. Gracy will be working 

closely with local businesses and helping with their social media presence. 


       Some skills she hopes to gain from this work term are to further develop her 

technical skills with different software platforms and to improve her public speaking 

and interpersonal skills. She loves being creative and graphic design allows Gracy to 

express that side of her. Additionally, social media allows her to interact with people 

through a large platform and she hopes to find a career that allows her to interact 

with more people. 


       Some of her hobbies include acrylic portrait painting, watercolor painting, 

doodling and singing. She is a fan of artists such as Harry Styles, Taylor Swift and 

Lana Del Rey. During her free time, she spends it with her adorable Goldendoodle, 

Lilo. To stay active, she enjoys playing ultimate and swimming. Gracy has a high 

caffeine tolerance and her go-to drink is a caramel macchiato. She looks forward to 

spending her summer working with the DSBIA and getting to interact with the local 

businesses. 


Gracy Gandhi, Social Media Intern

Janelle Hong, Graphic Design Intern

Written by Gracy Gandhi

Written by Flora Xu

       The Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association is pleased to have 

Janelle Hong back for another semester as the Graphic Design intern. Janelle honed 

her graphic design skills throughout her time studying at Simon Fraser University’s 

School of Interactive Arts & Technology and will be starting her 5th year this coming 

fall. In addition to majoring in graphic design, she expanded her area of study as she 

works to complete a minor in Criminology. 


       She is proficient in using an array of graphic design softwares, including 

Photoshop, After Effects, and other Adobe Cloud software, so rest assured the DSBIA 

is in capable hands. Janelle’s creative drive and inspiration for the graphic designs 

she creates primarily comes from events in her everyday life, through friends, and the 

people she interacts with on a daily basis.


       After graduation, Janelle wants to use her degree to pursue a career that will 

allow her to collaborate with others as a multimedia or graphic designer. When she's 

not working on creating amazing graphic designs for the DSBIA, she loves hanging 

out with her friends and binging superhero action movies. Her most recent favourites 

being “Doctor Strange and the Multiverse of Madness” and “The Batman”. She loves 

checking out new places to eat, and especially likes sweets or anything with mangos. 

Her go-to way to de-stress from her busy schedule is to listen to music and spend 

time in nature going on hikes.
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       This summer, the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association 

welcomes Jiven Lai as our new Small Business Intern. Jiven is a 4th Simon Fraser 

University student majoring in Political Science.


       As the Small Business Intern, Jiven is responsible for assisting the economic 

development, marketing and safety committees. His main project will be participating 

in the upcoming renewal process where he will have to chance to meet our members 

and outline the successes the DSBIA has had in the past and explain future plans,


       Jiven will also participate in other projects this summer including the annual 

update of the our popular Restaurant Guide and a special Economic Development 

event geared to investors, potential new businesses and the media. He is looking 

forward to interacting with people from different experiences and backgrounds to 

learn more about the exciting changes happening in Downtown Surrey.


       In his spare time, Jiven likes to explore and support local restaurants. At other 

times, he finds himself preparing food himself. Jiven also takes an interest in nature 

like hiking and paddleboarding. In the near future, he wishes to continue his 

education path at law school. He wishes to create a positive impact after graduation 

with his passion for learning and researching local politics. 


       We are excited to have him on the team.


        Meet Jonathan Ling. Jonathan is joining the Downtown Surrey Business 

Improvement Association this summer as a Special Projects Intern. In this capacity, 

Jonathan will be working with BIABC on research projects and will be connecting with 

different BIAs across the province engaging in comparative study to promote best 

practices and policy development for downtown business areas. In addition to this 

work, Jonathan will be working with the DSBIA on planning and hosting numerous 

events, including the upcoming “Updates & Progress: The changing landscape of 

Downtown Surrey” tour.


       Jonathan is in his final year of study at Simon Fraser University, pursuing a 

major in Geography, minor in Business, and the Geographic Information Science 

Certificate. As a Special Projects Intern, Jonathan is grateful to be in a position that 

combines his academic interests — as he will be working with both businesses and 

upcoming developments in the area. He believes that the research skills he has 

developed during his time at Simon Fraser University, along with his people skills will 

be integral to his work and success with the BIA. 


       After graduation, Jonathan plans to pursue full time employment and is 

considering furthering his studies at BCIT. In his free time, Jonathan likes to keep 

active by playing competitive badminton, field hockey, and hiking. Additionally, he 

enjoys travelling, reading books about current events, sports, and anything 

geography related. Jonathan’s biggest motivator is self-improvement. He believes in 

life-long learning and has a strong desire to improve in all aspects of his life and be a 

better person today than he was yesterday.


Jiven Lai, Small Business Intern

Jonathan Ling, Special Projects Intern

Written by Jiven Lai

Written by Janelle Hong
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       Returning for a second work term, Kaylee is back as a Website Design Intern, 

having worked as a Performance and Social Media Intern last year. 


       As a Website Design Intern, she will be part of the Click on Surrey Team, 

designing sites for local businesses. In addition, she will help businesses perform 

search engine optimizations to help them appear on the first page on Google 


       She will also assist with several other projects including updating the 

surreycitycentre.ca website to include an interactive map of developments in the area 

and working on the Surrey History Footprints website.


       Kaylee has a passion for everything computer-related. She knows three 

computer languages, including C#, Python and Java, having learned C# and Java in 

her high school video game development course and Python in her university 

computer science courses.


       Kaylee is studying Computer Science at the University of Toronto. She decided 

to study Computer Science because it was different from what she previously studied 

in high school and she found Information Technology classes fun. She is an avid 

gamer who enjoys playing Valorant, League of Legends and Apex. She has many 

hobbies, including piano, singing and dancing. She brought these passions to the 

DSBIA last summer when she helped activate public spaces. She also reads a variety 

of genres of books, including fantasy and romance. Her favourite non-fiction genre is 

history. Kaylee is inspired by her family to improve herself every day. 


Kaylee Chan, Website Design Intern

Leanna Villar, Communications Intern

Written by Kaylee Chan

Written by Jonathan Ling

       Welcome our new Communications Intern at the Downtown Surrey Business 

Improvement Association, Leanna Villar! She is a 2nd year Communication major, 

Print & Digital Publishing minor student at Simon Fraser University. The standout 

classes she has taken so far are CMNS 221, CMNS 226, and PUB 131, where she 

learned many of her communication, graphic design, and videography skills. 


       Beyond her classes, Leanna exercises those skills through club activities. 

Leanna is the social media coordinator for Simon Fraser ’s Filipino Student 

Association. From these experiences, she is ready to step into her new role at the 

BIA as she manages our social media platforms in conjunction with writing articles for 

The New View, It’s News Downtown, and What’s Up Downtown. 


       Aside from working towards her goal of breaking into the technology field 

through marketing and design, Leanna is a foodie at heart and enjoys visiting her 

favourite cafe, Sweets & Beans in her down time. Don’t be surprised if you see her 

sipping on her go-to order of an iced earl grey tea latte. Although she does prefer tea 

lattes, Leanna’s not afraid to take on the heat as she also enjoys eating spicy food. 

While Leanna looks forward to meeting her new dog Rambo in the coming month, 

working with us here at the BIA, you can look forward to seeing the wonderful things 

she will create for us during the summer of 2022.
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       Introducing Olivia Steed, a 2nd year Simon Fraser University student majoring in 

Interactive Arts & Technology. Olivia is the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement 

Association’s Area Enhancement Intern this Summer. Olivia loves to draw and paint, 

she loves to experiment with her creative side, and believes as the Area 

Enhancement Intern, she will have the opportunity to design and receive feedback, 

refining her ideas. Olivia aims to create a positive difference with her work.


       As the Area Enhancement Intern, Olivia’s tasks include working on improving 

storefronts, signage, and lighting for small businesses aiming to improve businesses 

and the safety within the community. Olivia will be designing graphics for fences 

around developments to glamorize construction sites. Olivia will also be designing 

posters for community events. One key project that Olivia will be working on is 

designing a mural on the wall of a local business. 


       During Olivia’s free time, she likes to draw and paint. Olivia enjoys reading non-

fiction books as she finds interest in learning more about psychology and design. She 

also loves to do ceramics, make mugs, and plant pots that look like parrots. Olivia 

loves to train her two lovebird parrots. She has trained them to fly to her, touch a 

stick, and ring a bell! Olivia enjoys staying active through running and weightlifting. 


       After graduation, Olivia wishes to pursue a Master ’s degree and possibly a Ph.D. 

in the design, cognitive science, and psychology field. Olivia wishes to design 

systems that make people work more effectively and are intuitive. 


       Oliver Wyszomirski is the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association’s 

Safety Research Intern this summer.


       Oliver is a 2nd year student at Simon Fraser University majoring in Criminology. 

Oliver likes to snowboard, play football, play hockey, and cook. His major project this 

summer is the annual safety audit, where he hopes to interview 180 businesses about 

their perceptions of safety in Downtown Surrey. The knowledge Oliver has acquired in 

research courses will contribute towards his work at the DSBIA.


       Oliver will also plan a safety meeting where community members gather to learn 

valuable insights from a guest speaker. The topic of the meeting will be based on 

what he directly learns while he conducts the survey. Oliver aims to reassure 

businesses that safety is a priority to the DSBIA. Oliver believes all communities 

should strive to improve safety.


       Though Oliver is unsure what he will pursue after graduation, he hopes to find a 

niche relating to the field of Criminology. This is Oliver ’s first co-op term and he 

hopes to acquire valuable experience working in an office setting, as well as 

important skills like communication and collaboration that will help him in both his 

future career and personal life.


Olivia Steed, Area Enhancement Intern

Oliver Wyszomirski, Safety Research Intern

Written by Olivia Steed

Written by Leanna Villar
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       This summer, the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association is 

welcoming back former intern Riya Charla as the Community Engagement Intern. 

Riya initially joined the DSBIA last year as a Performance and Community 

Engagement Intern as a high school student. This summer, Riya’s position will focus 

on connecting and bringing the diverse community together through events such as 

Surrey Voices, showcasing different cultures to the community. 


       Riya is currently a 1st year student majoring in Architecture Studies at the 


University of Toronto. As an Architecture student, Riya delves into urban 


design. Riya’s goal after graduation is to apply for Graduate school and work in the 


field of architecture.


       Outside of school and working at the DSBIA, Riya enjoys singing, dancing, and 

acting. During her free time, Riya enjoys spending time with friends and family, going 

to the gym, and watching Netflix. Riya is highly motivated. Riya believes this 

motivation comes from wanting to experience life to the fullest and not miss out on 

any opportunity that comes in the way. Welcome back Riya! 


Riya Charla, Community Engagement Intern

Travis Nguyen, Videography Intern

Written by Riya Charla

Written by Oliver Wyszomirski

       Joining the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association team this year 

as one of our Videography Interns, we have Travis Nguyen who is going into his 4th 

year majoring in Criminology at the Simon Fraser University.


       During his time, he will work on filming and editing videos and vignettes of local 

restaurants to encourage people to Explore the George and find all of the great 

hidden gems we have in the community. He will also film our “pre-movie” for Movies 

Under the Stars and take pictures and videos for the events by the DSBIA for social 

media and our various publications.


       His experience in psychology, sociology and criminology courses, his 

observation skills and his experience filming music videos and films for his family and 

friends will be a great asset to his job. After graduation, he wishes to find a job in the 

field of criminology and possible career in film production. During his free time, 

Travis likes to film fun videos with his friends, film a bi-weekly podcast with his 

friends, watch YouTube videos on food reviews, movies and shows analyses, 

gameplays, skits, and trying new foods at new restaurants. His friends and lesser-

known artists who have found success in the entertainment, filming and acting 

industries inspire him, because he believes that if they can do it, so can he!
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j u n e
C o m m u n i t y  C a l e n d e r

F O L L O W  W H A T  I S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

604-580-2321 @dtsurreybia downtownsurreybia.com

J U N E  0 3  S t e p - U p  ( Yo u t h  E v e n t )  a t  C i v i c  P l a z a  ( B e h i n d  C i t y  H a l l )

J U N E  11  5 X  B l o c k  P a r t y  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k ( T i c k e t e d )

J U N E  1 2  5 X  B l o c k  P a r t y  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k ( T i c k e t e d )

J U N E  11  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F a r m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free en ter ta inment !  Shop loca l .  13035 104 Ave,  Sur rey  

* J U N E  1 8  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free en ter ta inment !  Shop loca l .  13035 104 Ave,  Sur rey  

J U N E  2 5  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free en ter ta inment !  Shop loca l .  13035 104 Ave,  Sur rey  

* J U N E  2 1  N a t i o n a l  I n d i g e n o u s  D a y  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  

J U N E  2 5  B C  H a l a l  F o o d  F e s t i v a l  a t  C i v i c  P l a z a

* J U N E  2 5  4  -  9 P M  S u r r e y  P r i d e  F e s t i v a l  a t  C e n t r a l  C i t y  

J U N E  1 8  11 A M  -  4 P M  S u r r e y  F e s t  D o w n t o w n  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  

Free  ac t i v i t ies  for  a l l  ages . .  Bands  inc lude Reck l ess ,  Mazacote  and  Cook i n ’  w i th  B rass .   

J U N E  2 8  5  -  8 P M  T h e  L o n g  L o n g  Ta b l e  a t  C i v i c  P l a z a

F i v e  C o u r s e  m e a l  o n l y  $ 4 5 .

	Mini Meat Draws and 50/50 Draws Every Saturday and Sunday tickets on sale at 3pm at Whalley Legion 10767 King George Blvd.

	Family Storytime Fridays | 10:00 am - 10:30 am | City Centre Branch This program is for children of all ages and their caregivers. Join 

us for fun stories and songs for the whole family! Help imaginations grow and build a love of reading

	Babytime Wednesdays | 10:00 am - 10:30 am | City Centre Branch This program is for babies 0-1 and their caregiver. Join us for 

songs, stories, rhymes and bounces to help your baby develop speech and language skills. After a 30 minute storytime, there will be a 

social time for babies and their caregivers.! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

G e t  L LT  t i c k e t s  a t :

1414
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	Mini Meat Draws and 50/50 Draws Every Saturday and Sunday tickets on sale at 3pm at Whalley Legion 10767 King George Blvd.

	Family Storytime Fridays | 10:00 am - 10:30 am | City Centre Branch This program is for children of all ages and their caregivers. Join 

us for fun stories and songs for the whole family! Help imaginations grow and build a love of reading

	Babytime Wednesdays | 10:00 am - 10:30 am | City Centre Branch This program is for babies 0-1 and their caregiver. Join us for 

songs, stories, rhymes and bounces to help your baby develop speech and language skills. After a 30 minute storytime, there will be a 

social time for babies and their caregivers.! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
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J U LY  0 8  F V D E D  i n  t h e  P a r k  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k .  ( T i c k e t e d )

J U LY  0 9  F V D E D  i n  t h e  P a r k  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k .  ( T i c k e t e d )

J U LY  0 2  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free  enter ta inment !  Shop  l oca l .  13035 104  Ave,  Surrey  

J U LY  1 6  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free  enter ta inment !  Shop  l oca l .  13035 104  Ave,  Surrey  

J U LY  2 3  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free  enter ta inment !  Shop  l oca l .  13035 104  Ave,  Surrey  

J U LY  2 3  1 0 A M  -  3 P M  S u r r e y  U r b a n  F r a m e r s  M a r k e t  a t  R o y a l  K w a n t l e n  P a r k

Free  enter ta inment !  Shop  l oca l .  13035 104  Ave,  Surrey  

J U LY  1 6  S u r r e y  L a t i n  F e s t i v a l  a t  C i v i c  P l a z a  ( b e h i n d  C i t y  H a l l )

J U LY  3 0  F e s t i v a l  o f  S o u t h  A s i a n  C u l t u r e  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  

J U LY  9  11 A M  -  4 P M  S u r r e y  F e s t  D o w n t o w n  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  

Free  act iv i t ies  for  a l l  ages .Bands  i nc lude  Reck l ess ,  Mazacote  and  Cook i n ’  w i th  B rass   

J U LY  2 3  -  2 4  11 A M  -  1 0 P M  F u s i o n  F e s t  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  

1 5 0  C u l t u r a l / F o o d  p a v i l i o n s ,  5  s t a g e s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

J U LY  3 1  J a m a i c a n  D a y  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k
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What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening

Written by Alexandra Wiens

Tickets Here:

       The Downtown Surrey Business Associat ion (DSBIA) is 

exci ted to announce that  i t  wi l l  be host ing the annual  Long Long 

table on June 28th f rom 5 pm – 8 pm at Civ ic Hotel  at  Civ ic Plaza 

(13450 – 104 Avenue).  

       This year 's event aims to focus not only on the natural  d iversi ty of  the Paci f ic  Northwest /  Cascadian 

region but a lso on the diversi ty wi th in the local  community.  At  th is year 's event,  organizers are str iv ing to 

seat over two hundred guests at  a table that  is  320 feet  long and wi l l  run the length of  the Plaza. I f  you've 

never been to an event of  th is k ind,  th is wi l l  l ikely be the largest  table you've ever seen.


        This one-of-a-kind outdoor din ing exper ience provides those who l ive in the neighbourhood and 

those who work,  go to school ,  or  p lay in the area the chance to have a meal together.  By working wi th 

local  sponsors,  the DSBIA aims to keep the event affordable to br ing together people of  a l l  ages and 

backgrounds, a l lowing locals to meet and network wi th var ious community members and al lowing Surrey 

to bui ld an even strong sense of  community.


       The f ive-course meal wi l l  be catered by the Civ ic Hotel  and wi l l  take an exploratory look into the r ich 

f lavours and local  ingredients of  the Paci f ic  Northwest/Cascadian region. From Salt  Spr ing Is land goat 

cheese to local  Sea-Cuter ie plat ters,  th is year 's menu wi l l  guide you through the best of  the PNW.


       Thanks to Civ ic Hotel  for  co-host ing th is event,  the Present ing Sponsor:  West land


Liv ing and the Gold Sponsors:  TD Bank, VanCity,  SFU, KPU and the Lark Group whose


support  a l lows us to offer  a scrumpt ious meal (and l ively entertainment)  for  only $45 


per person. Tickets are l imi ted so buy your t icket  today.



What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening
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       A f t e r  a  t w o  y e a r  h i a t u s ,  t h e  A n n u a l  S u r r e y  F e s t  D o w n t o w n  

w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n  S a t u r d a y,  J u n e  1 8  a t  H o l l a n d  P a r k  f r o m  

11 a m - 4 p m .  I t  i s  o n l y  a  s h o r t  w a l k  f r o m  t h e  K i n g  G e o r g e  S k y Tr a i n  

S t a t i o n  a n d  C e n t r a l  C i t y  S h o p p i n g  C e n t r e .  


       S u r r e y  F e s t  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  f i n d  o u t  h o w  y o u  c a n  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

c o m m u n i t y.

        A f e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  o n s i t e  i n c l u d e  O p t i o n s ,  S u r r e y  F o o d  B a n k ,  P L E A C o m m u n i t y  

S e r v i c e s ,  S u r r e y  C h r i s t m a s  B u r e a u ,  a n d  R A P S .  O r  v i s i t  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  d i s p l a y s  –  t h e  Tr a n s i t  S o c i e t y  

M u s e u m  o f  B C  w i l l  b e  b r i n g i n g  a n  o l d  f a s h i o n e d  t r a n s i t  b u s .  I f  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m s ,  

s t o p  b y  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  S N A P,  S o u t h s i d e  S u m m e r  C a m p  a n d  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  

D o w n t o w n  S u r r e y  B I A .


       T h e  p o p u l a r  b a n d ,  M a z a c o t e ,  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  p e r f o r m  a g a i n  a f t e r  w o w i n g  t h e  c r o w d  i n  2 0 1 9  w i t h  

t h e i r  h i g h  e n e r g y  p e r f o r m a n c e .  R e c k l e s s  ( t h e  B r y a n  A d a m s  Tr i b u t e  B a n d )  a n d  C o o k i n  w i t h  B r a s s  w i l l  b e  

p e r f o r m i n g  a t  S u r r e y  F e s t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . .  


       L o c a l  c r a f t e r s  a n d  v e n d o r s  w i l l  b e  o n  h a n d  a n d  w e  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  f o o d  t r u c k s  l i n e d  u p .  P l a n  t o  

c o m e  d o w n  a n d  h a v e  l u n c h  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  m u s i c .


       R e m e m b e r  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  k i d s  t o  t h e  S u r r e y  F e s t  K i d s  Z o n e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t  s t a t i o n s  

a n d  f u n  g a m e s .  


       O v e r  1 5 0 0  p e o p l e  a t t e n d  S u r r e y  F e s t  D o w n t o w n  e a c h  y e a r  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  p r o m o t e  

c o m m u n i t y  p r i d e .  I f  y o u  a r e  o r  k n o w  a n y o n e  t h a t  i s  a  c r a f t e r  o r  h a s  i t e m s  f o r  t h e  s i l e n t  a u c t i o n ,  p l e a s e  

c o n t a c t  Tr a c e y  G r a v e l  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s .  M a r k  t h e  d a t e  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  s o  y o u  d o n ’ t  m i s s  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  

S u r r e y  F e s t  o n  J u n e  1 8 t h ,  2 0 2 2 .   


Written by Flora Xu

S u r r e y F e st

dow n tow n  2 0 2 2

What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening



S u r r e y F e st

dow n tow n  2 0 2 2

Surrey Fest Downtown is returning this year to celebrate
community pride through a day 
of fun and
entertainment for all ages. Formed in 1999, the Festival is currently one of 
the
largest annual community festivals in
Surrey. Join us for the activities, crafts, and 
prizes!

Learn more:

W h e n :  J u n e  1 8   1 1 A M  -  4 P M
W h e r e :  H o l l a n d p a r k s u r r e y
f r e e  e v e n t

·

m u s i c  &  stag e :
d i a m o n d s p o n s o r : g o l d s p o n s o r :

s i lv e r  s p o n s o r : b r o n z e  s p o n s o r :

W h e n :  J u n e  2 8   5 p m  -  9 P M
W h e r e :  c i v i c  p l a z a
T i c k e t s :  $ 4 5  

e n j o y  a  f i v e - c o u r s e  d i n n e r  h e l d  o u t s i d e  o n  t h e  
C i v i c  P l a z a  at  C i t y  H a l l .  r e g i s t e r  f o r  y o u r  

t i c k e t  t o d ay  at  e v e n t b r i t e !

g e t  t i c k e t s :

P r e s e n t i n g  s p o n s o r :

G o l d  s p o n s o r s :

c o - h o s t s :

&
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